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KEY TERMS 
 

Abbreviation  Meaning / Description  
  
COP Communication Open Platform - т official digital communication platform used 

by EDSO. 
DNS Did Not Start  
DNF Did not Finish 
EDC European Deaf Championships т official continental competitions under EDSO. 
EDG European Deaf Games т the official continental multi -sport event for adult Deaf 

athletes organised by EDSO. 
EDSO European Deaf Sports Organisation т the governing body for Deaf sports in 

Europe. 
EDSO EC EDSO Executive Committee т ƣőĲШE?É§ќƚШůċŔŰШĬĲĦŔƚŔŸŰ-making body. 
EDSO GR EDSO General Regulation 
EDSO SD EDSO Sports Director т appointed by EDSO to supervise technical operations. 
EDSO TD EDSO Technical Director (old) - same role as sports director (new) 
EDYC European Deaf Youth Championships т official continental youth competitions 

under EDSO 
EDYG European Deaf Youth Games т the official continental multi -sport youth event 

organised by EDSO, development-oriented in nature. 
ICSD International Committee of Sports for the Deaf т global authority for Deaflympics 

and World Championships. 
IF International Federation  
IS International Sign т visual language used for official communication. 
LOC Local Organising Committee т responsible for hosting and delivering the event. 
NADA National Anti-Doping Agency т responsible for anti-doping tests in the host 

country. 
NDSF National Deaf Sports Federation т national member organisation of EDSO. 
RZ Restricted Zone - Areas where the use of hearing aids, cochlear implants or 

similar devices is prohibited. 
TM Technical Meeting  
WDC World Deaf Championships т official world-level championships organised 

under the authority of ICSD. 
WDYC World Deaf Youth Championships т official world-level youth championships 

organised under the authority of ICSD. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Version 1.0 (2026) EDSO General & Technical Regulation Handbook 5 

Preamble 
 
 
The EDSO General & Technical Regulations Handbook establishes a unified regulatory 
framework for all competitions organised, sanctioned or recognised by the European Deaf 
Sports Organisation (EDSO). 
 
This Handbook consolidates EDSO general, technical, sport-specific and event-related 
regulations into a single coherent reference document and provides clear guidance for the 
organisation, conduct and governance of EDSO competitions. 
 
The provisions of this Handbook are applied in conjunction with the currently valid EDSO 
Statutes and EDSO General Regulations. Together, these documents form the binding 
regulatory basis for all EDSO activities and events. 
 
ÑőĲШcċŰĬĤŸŸťШƖĲŉũĲĦƣƚШE?É§ќƚШƚƣƖċƣĲŊŔĦШƖŸũĲШŔŰШƣőĲШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШċŰĬШŊŸƻĲƖŰċŰĦĲШŸŉШEƨƖŸƓĲċŰШ
Deaf sport and aims to ensure: 
 
и consistency across all sports disciplines, 
и transparency for athletes, national federations and officials, 
и alignment with international standards, 
и and a clear pathway from youth development to elite competition. 

 
EDSO competitions follow a multi-level competition system. 
 
The European Deaf Youth Games (EDYG) are development-oriented competitions designed to 
promote participation, education and long-term athlete development among Deaf youth, 
aligned with youth sport models applied by the European Olympic Committees (EOC). 
 
The European Deaf Youth Championships (EDYC) serve as age-category-based continental 
youth championship competitions and represent a transitional championship level between 
development-oriented youth events and open-age elite competitions. 
 
The European Deaf Championships (EDC) are performance-oriented, single-sport continental 
championship events, while the European Deaf Games (EDG) constitute the official continental 
multi -sport event for adult Deaf athletes. Both EDC and EDG are aligned, where applicable, with 
the regulations, standards and qualification pathways of the International Committee of Sports 
for the Deaf (ICSD). 
 
This Handbook applies to all EDSO competitions, including EDYG, EDYC, EDC and EDG, as well 
as qualification events, demo or pilot sports and officially sanctioned tournaments. 
 
The EDSO General & Technical Regulations Handbook provides a stable, transparent and 
coherent technical framework while allowing the necessary flexibility to adapt competition 
formats to different sports, age categories and participation levels. 
 
All stakeholders involved in EDSO competitions are required to comply with the applicable 
provisions of this Handbook. 
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